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 SESE History – Whole School Plan – a work in progress
Introductory Statement and Rationale

Introductory Statement

This plan was created by the principal and the staff of Scoil Ghormáin Naofa in line with the History Curriculum and under the SESE umbrella
Rationale

History is the interpretation of what are considered to be significant human activities in the past and the process by which these activities are selected, investigated and analysed. History is not the story of the past but rather our attempt to reconstruct and interpret elements of the past which are of interest to us.  History gives children a knowledge of past human experiences at family, local, national and international levels. Pupils also develop an understanding, appropriate to their age, of time and chronology, change and continuity, cause and effect. They acquire skills appropriate to their developmental stages so that they may interpret evidence in a critical way.  Historical themes and topics develop empathy with other people and a deeper understanding of past and current social, political and economic interactions.
 

The History Curriculum is presented in in two distinct sections:

· a contents section, which include several topics called strand units which will form the essential content to be covered. Each strand unit outlines a menu of subjects and periods which may be included in the history programme.   

· a skills section, entitled Working as a historian, which outlines for each class level, the skills of time and chronology, using evidence, change and continuity, cause and effect, synthesis and communication, and empath
Aims

We endorse the aims of Social, Environmental and Scientific Education as outlined on page 12 of the SESE History Curriculum

We endorse the aims of the SESE History Curriculum:

· To develop an interest in and a curiosity about the past.

· To make the child aware of the lives of women, men and children in the past and how people and events had an impact on each other.

· To develop an understanding of the concepts of change and continuity.

· To provide for the acquisition of concepts and skills associated with sequence, time and chronology, appropriate to the developmental stages of the child.

· To allow the child to encounter and use a range of historical evidence systematically and critically.

· To provide opportunities for the child to communicate historical findings and interpretations in a variety of ways.

· To foster sensitivity to the impact of conservation and change within the local and wider environments.

· To help the child recognise and examine the influences of the past on the attitudes and behaviour of people today.

· To encourage children to recognise how past and present actions, events and materials may become historically significant.

(SESE History Curriculum Statement Page 12)

Short Term Aims

Audit of stories which will be used to enhance History.

Development of Age appropriate Timelines in each class.

Collect and use different types of evidence/resources for use in each class.

To develop a single page plan for each class to be used for both planning and recording.

Curriculum Planning

1. Strands and Strand Units

Each teacher is familiar with the strands, strand units and content objectives for his/her relevant classes. We are aware that infant classes to second class have to cover all strands and strand units and content objectives and this will be delivered through integrated themes in the context of the other SESE subjects as much as possible as well as through integration with the SPHE curriculum and other curricular areas, therefore making the learning experience more holistic and meaningful for the child. (2 Strands for Infants)

From third to sixth class there is a menu curriculum from which we have chosen strand units. We intend to pick certain themes per year to use in theme-based approach to SESE.

2. Skills and Concepts Development

Each teacher is aware that the curriculum provides for the development of a growing range of historical skills and concepts. Each teacher is aware of the aspects of Working as a historian that apply at each class level. See overview of skills below.

Strategies that we will use in each classroom to develop the History skills include the following:

Infants: Page 18 SESE History Curriculum Statement - we are aware of the skills at infant level.

· Time and Chronology

· Using Evidence

· Communication

At infant level strategies we may use to develop the child’s skills to work as a young historian will include:

· Sequencing activities-Ordering objects/pictures; Sequencing of artefacts from own personal past; sequencing of elements in a story etc.

· Use of simple timelines

· Using simple evidence: artefacts from own personal past: clothes, toys, birthday cards etc; photographs from own personal past

· Allowing children opportunities to communicate an awareness of stories about the past in a variety of ways: listening to and retelling stories, drama, art work, ICT.

1st  Class - page 26 C.S – we are aware of the skills and concepts that children will continue to develop through engagement with the History Curriculum and by having the opportunity to Work as historians.

· Time and Chronology

· Change and Continuity

· Cause and Effect

· Using Evidence

· Synthesis and Communication

· Empathy

Strategies we may use to develop the child’s ability to work as a young historian will include:

· Sequencing activities: placing objects or pictures in historical sequence

· Exploring instances of change and continuity in personal life, family and immediate local environment: looking at features which have changed or remained unchanged

· Through examining the actions of a character in a story discuss the reasons for change and the effects of change.

· Use of simple historical evidence: photographs, objects, memories of older people, buildings, stories and songs.

· Allowing children opportunities to communicate an awareness of stories, people and events from the past in a variety of ways: writing, drama, ICT etc.

Second/Third/Fourth Classes: Page 40 C.S -We are aware of the skills and concepts that children will continue to develop through engagement with the History Curriculum and by having the opportunity to Work as Historians.

· Time and Chronology

· Change and Continuity

· Cause and Effect

· Using Evidence

· Synthesis and Communication

· Empathy

Strategies we may use to develop the child’s abilities to Work as Historian will include:

· Using timelines for children to record information about people and events.

· Examining and using a wider range of historical evidence: photographs, pictures, objects, memories of older people, buildings, stories, songs, written sources, films, other media, ICT

· Encouraging children to ask questions about a piece of evidence

· Enabling children to summarise information in and make deductions from a single source of evidence

· Providing opportunities for children to use evidence and imagination to reconstruct elements of the past and communicate this understanding in a variety of ways.
Fifth and Sixth Classes: Page 60 C.S

We are aware of the skills and concepts that children will continue to develop through engagement with the History Curriculum and by having the opportunity to Work as Historians

· Time and chronology

· Change and continuity

· Cause and effect

· Using evidence

· Synthesis and communication

· Empathy

- Strategies we will use to develop children’s skills to work as young historians will include:

· Use of timelines

· Enable children to use words, phrases and conventions associated with the recording of dates and time, such as BC, AD, Stone Age. Early Christian Ireland etc.

· Allow children to develop some skills in the location and selection of evidence

· Encourage children to compare accounts of a person or event from two different sources

· Encourage children to use imagination and evidence to reconstruct the past in a variety of ways: oral language, drama, writing, art work, modelling, other media, ICT

3. Approaches and Methodologies

Our History Curriculum states that one of the keys to successful history teaching is the use of a broad range of classroom approaches and methodologies. We are aware of the variety of approaches and methodologies outlined as particularly suited to history and will endeavour to employ as many as we can as appropriate to our individual circumstance.

The range will include:

· Story (pgs 65-71 TG) ( Audit of suitable stories)
· Personal and family history (pgs 72-75 TG)  Parents, grandparents and other family members will be encouraged to share family history with our children)
· Using artefacts-visitors bringing artefacts e.g butter churn, older clothes, old textbooks, old mobile phones  (pgs 81-86 TG)

· Drama and role-play (pgs 109-113 TG)

· Using pictures and photographs- Historical Society journals, old picture calendars. Collections such as the Lawrence Collection( www.nli.iewould be ideal to use for activities around Change and Continuity. (pgs 87 -98 TG)

· Use of the environment – An audit of our local environment to promote   /design a local history trail to include buildings, sites, Castletown Graveyard,  and ruins in our locality. The story of Liam Mellows, Sarah Jordan, Sir David Kelly can be told by investigating Castletown Graveyard, History of the School, Our Stories. (Heritage in Schools are an excellent source of guidance and support.) (pgs 104-108 TG) 
· Oral evidence-questionnaires, interview, special visitors and Dvd  Our Stories - An intergenerational film project based around the folklore of Castletown through oral evidence, interviews, artefacts and documentary evidence.  Dvd also includes the re-imagining of the life of Liam Mellows by the children of Scoil Ghormáin Naofa, Castletown filmed by Michael Fortune. (pgs 77-80 TG)

· Documentary evidence Our Stories  local history publications (pgs 104-108 TG)

· Use of ICT (pg 114 TG)

At present, due to the location of our school, we actively use our local environment. 

4. Linkage and Integration

Linkage

We acknowledge that linkage and integration are recommended within the SESE curriculum. We hope to make a link between our history topics in so far as possible for the class levels. Teachers will explore possibilities for linkage across the History curriculum and will note such opportunities in their classroom. 

Integration

We will ensure to explore possibilities to integrate the SESE subjects. Certain themes are integrated and explored as a whole school approach e.g. food and farming, St Brigid and St Patrick, dressing up day,. Using integrated themes or topics will be one way we would hope to achieve this. When choosing our European and non European country in Geography we integrated them with our choices under the strand Early People and Ancient societies. For example we will integrate Aboriginal people and Australia, Romans and Italy. Local studies is integrated with geography, English and visual arts.( 5th class The First Emperor of China and 6thy class the study of China. North American Peoples and  the study of the U.S.) 
5. Multi Grade Teaching

Scoil Ghormáin Noafa is a school with 5 mainstream classes. As such, there are mixed bands of classes each year.. Selection of textbooks, topics and resources is a collaborative exercise. Ipads are used for further research and project work. Consultation between teachers is employed for planning to ensure that there are minimal overlaps. The development a single page plan for each class to be used for both planning and recording will ensure minimal overlap.
6. Assessment and Record Keeping

Assessment in History must seek to measure and report the child’s progress and achievements in all aspects of the curriculum. We employ the following methods: 
· Teacher observation (pgs 79,80 C.S)

· Teacher designed tasks and tests (pgs 80,81 C.S)

· Telling and re-telling of events and stories

· Oral, written and pictorial accounts and descriptions of sites visited or people interviewed

· Construction of timelines varying from simple episodes in a story, lines to more complex lines of historical periods

· Work cards or activity sheets

· Maps of historical sites

· Role play or dramatising a conversation or event

· Speculating on the feelings and emotions of others so as to create a spoken or written account (integration with English)

· Model making

· Drawings

· Compilation of a book on a particular historical topic or the presentation of project work using information and communication technologies

· Projects completed on historical themes

· Interactive, multi-media computer programs which enable children to explore historical topics

· Results of the child’s independent historical research

· Teacher-designed revision test on a unit of work

Using a range of these learning activities means that assessment is intimately linked to the teaching and learning process and that the child’s progress is assessed in the context of the historical material with which he/she is familiar. Self assessment tools will also be used to assess the child’s understanding
· Work samples, portfolios and projects (pgs 82,83 C.S.)

· Feedback from pupils and parents

We are aware that the primary purpose underlying assessment in history is to enhance the learning experience of the child.

7. Children with Different Needs

We are aware of the distinct role history can play in the harmonious development of each and every child. We will strive to ensure that all children have the opportunity to experience a rounded historical education. In the same way as we endeavour to provide for individual difference in every curricular area, we will also strive to make the history curriculum accessible to as many children as possible. In order to do this we will consider:

· Making an effort to create opportunities for hands on practical activities

· Using a mixture of whole class teaching, focused group work or paired work, grouping children across the classes

· Employing a variety of methodologies in the classroom

· More able pupils will be encouraged to carry out research in certain topic areas

· Offer a variety of recording methods and desired learning outcomes will be differentiated for children with general learning difficulties. 

Teachers are familiar with the NCCA Guidelines for Teachers of Students with General Learning Disabilities and will consult these guidelines as appropriate.
We endorse the emphasis this curriculum places on the exploration of personal and family histories at all levels and are very conscious of the sensitivities some aspects of these topics may require. In instances where it would be insensitive to explore a child’s own personal and family history we will consider the substitution of the personal and family history of another person. The curriculum unit allows for this within the strand unit. My family or a family of a person known to me.
8. Equality of Participation and Access

History will be for all children within the school regardless of their age, gender or ability. We will place and equal emphasis on the role of women in history, looking at the contribution women from a local, national and international perspective. In our school we recognise the contribution of ordinary people to history and we will place emphasis on the roles of everyday people in history. 

If there are any children experiencing any form of disadvantage-physical/English not their first language or any other needs we endeavour to adapt the teaching and learning to meet their needs e.g. by use of alternative resources, ICT and visual aids. We may consult the Intercultural Guidelines (NCCA for guidance.
9. Organisational Planning

Timetable

In keeping with the recommendations in the Primary School Curriculum Introduction (p70) a minimum of three hours will be allocated to SESE per week, from first class to sixth, and two and a quarter hours with infant classes. 

On occasion, time will be blocked as appropriate. This might occur when:

· Working on a project

· Exploring the local environment

· Devising and undertaking a local trail

Teachers will consider the use of discretionary curriculum time for SESE when appropriate.

10. Resources and ICT

We will complete an environmental audit of our immediate locality and use it as a resource. 
We will use Our Stories - An intergenerational film project based around the folklore of Castletown through oral evidence, interviews, artefacts and documentary evidence.  Dvd also includes the re-imagining of the life of Liam Mellows by the children of Scoil Ghormáin Naofa, Castletown filmed by Michael Fortune

We will make use of the Archaeology in the Classroom pack to enhance the delivery of history in our school.

We will use the resources available in the school and use history books in a bid to reduce the emphasis on the textbook as the primary resource.
We will purchase software with historical focus and compile and circulate list of power points, dvds and all other available resources.

We will continue to identify useful websites.

We will seek to acquire documentary evidence, old postcards, historical maps and old photographs and compile packs to support teaching of certain subjects.e.g. Vikings

11. Individual Teacher’s Planning and Reporting

· Teachers will report on work completed on a Monthly Report template-Cúntas Miosúil. These are kept in individual teacher’s planning folders and in a central folder in the staff room.
· Teachers will use the Whole School Plan and Yearly plans to inform their classroom planning.
· Teachers will use the History Curriculum strands and strand units when planning.
· Teachers also keep long-term and weekly/fortnightly plans
· Teahers may also develop a single page plan for each class to be used for both planning and recording.

12. Staff Development

CPD is encouraged and school welcomes PDST support. Teachers are encouraged to try out different teaching methodologies and to share this with peers at staff meetings or informally. 
13. Parental Involvement
We encourage parental involvement in the formation of our school policies. Draft policies are available and parents are given the opportunity to contribute. We encourage parental involvement particularly when a parent has a skill or interest in a particular area. We invite some parents and grandparents in to talk to the children. Parents send in photographs and artefacts and help with other aspects of the history curriculum when they are asked to do so.

14. Health and Safety.
(Refer to school’s Health and Safety Policy and Preparing for Fieldwork, Guidelines pp.74-78)

· Teachers to consult with principal whenever it is proposed to engage children in History activities in the environment.
· Before classroom use artefacts will be examined by the teacher and checked for potential danger e.g. sharp edges

15. Community Links

We have identified a number of individuals, groups and agencies in our local community who may be able to support our history programme.

Success Criteria

We will use the following criteria to assess the success of this plan

· Evidence that pupils are engaging in studies from personal to local, national and international history

· That history is defined as an attempt to reconstruct and interpret the past as well as the past itself

· Our yearly and classroom planning is based on the Whole School Plan

· There is a balance between skills and content

· Development of historical skills throughout the classes 

· Integrated themes are being developed across the school, using a whole school approach. e.g. History of our local area

· Use of timelines throughout the school

· That the curriculum is spiral and developmental in its structure

· Classes engaged in outdoor observation and trails of the local environment

· Photographs, displays, use of artefacts and evidence in classes

· Procedures outlined in this plan consistently followed throughout the school

· Children’s feedback

· Teacher/parent feedback

· Inspectors’ suggestions/feedback

Implementation

Roles and Responsibilities

All the teachers are responsible for the implementation of the history curriculum in their own classrooms. Teachers will be encouraged to present feedback during staff meeting on review of history.

Review

All staff, parents and BOM will be involved in the review of this policy.

Ratification and Communication

This plan was presented to and ratified by the Board of Management.

Signed: _________________________________    Date: ______________
Principal

Signed: _________________________________   Date: ______________

Chairperson

